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Issue 4406, October 2014 
 

Next club meeting: October 27th, 2014, 7:00 pm, West Side Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

President’s Corner: by Garry Rife  

 

Greetings Thunderbirds, 

      Wow, time flies.  It's late October and we're 

preparing to host ghosts and goblins, not to mention the 

IMAC contest on the 25th and 26th plus the Electric Expo 
on Nov. 1.  The cooler weather has been a welcome relief 

from the summer heat and I hope you have all had a 

chance to take advantage of it.   

      It's also Election time for club officers.  Please submit 

your nominations in time for the next meeting on Oct. 
27.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, please send 

your nominations to the club secretary, Tab Bowland, at  

tbirds197@yahoo.com.   

     

   CLUB ELECTION:  As you probably know, we plan to 

conduct the election via an on-line voting process this 
year.  It is inexpensive, accurate, and secure and we want 

to keep the balloting process secure and avoid any hint of 

impropriety.  You will receive simple instructions along 

with your ballot and we will be available to answer 

questions concerning the voting process.   
     At the October meeting, we plan to discuss the recent 

noise complaint received by a neighbor.  The bottom line is 

....stay north of the power lines located approximately 200 

ft. south of Peninsula Rd as established on the frequency 

board at the field.  All red areas on the map are "no-fly" 
zones.  Some pilots are not honoring those restrictions and 

they could cause harm to the club if they continue 

to violate the rules.  Please remind everyone of the 

southern boundary restriction.   

    

See you at the meeting? 
  

Vice President’s Corner: by Tom Blakeney 

My apologies for not making the Sept meeting, but I 

was at 40,000 feet over North Africa en route from 

Johannesburg, South Africa to London on my way 
home when the meeting started. I was lucky enough 

to travel to the African Aerospace and Defense 2014 

exhibition and air show near Pretoria, South Africa 

to work at the Lockheed Martin exhibit there. The 

trip was one of those once in a lifetime experiences. I 
did get to meet a number of South African RC 

modelers that had a model display at this large event 

and was great to have a chance to compare notes 

about our love of RC models. RC is popular there 

and there are a surprising number of RC clubs and 

hobby shops in South Africa. 
 

On to club related items. The recent noise complaint 

from our neighbor to the south will be a subject of 

discussion at our October meeting. Let's not forget to 

NEVER fly south of the power line. People flying 

large models, especially really large models like 
LMAs, need to be especially aware of their position in 

relation to the road as it is easier to fly very far out 

without realizing where you really are. Also, the 

quieter our models are, the fewer complaints we will 

get. Noise will be discussed at the meeting, as well. 
We need to be the best possible neighbors for our 

club and flying site to thrive. 

 

Upcoming events include the TEX electric fly on at 

the field on Nov 1 and the winter float fly at Camp 

Joy Park on Nov 8. Please come out and support 
these great club events and I will see you there! 

 

That is all for now. See you at the October meeting
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September Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowland
 

Greetings to all Fort Worth Thunderbirds, 

It has been my pleasure and an honor to serve as your club 

secretary for the past two years, however due to a 

realignment of territory in my business which will require 
me to travel out of town more frequently in 2015, I will not 

be able to accept a nomination of Thunderbird secretary 

for the coming year. Thank you, to all the club members 

who supported me while being the secretary of the FTW 

Thunderbirds, I will be looking forward to seeing 

everybody at the field for the remainder of this year as 

well as 2015 for some great flying and fellowship. 
Sincerely, 

 Tab Bowland 

Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

September Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order at 7PM by President Garry Rife 

Officer Reports: 

Vice President: Tom Blakeney 

No report 

Treasurer: Gary Alphin 

Gary reported that the club is in good financial standing, 

with 180 members as of this meeting. 

Secretary: Tab Bowland  

No report 

Newsletter: Woody Lake 

If you are not receiving your newsletter, please make sure 

that Woody has your proper email address or mailing 

address. 

Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers 

Steve asked the members present if there were any safety 

concerns at the field. 

Ken Knotts brought it to the clubs attention that the first 

gate (closest to the dump station) the lock was not properly 

locked though the chain. Please, all club members 

remember to check this when closing this gate when no 

gate attendant is present, it just provides extra security for 

us. 

President; Garry Rife 

Thanks to Frank Halpin for the dirt to fill in the cracks 

around the runway. And thanks to all the members who 

lent a helping hand in getting the dirt spread.  

If you are interested in purchasing a Thunderbird sticker, 

please see Garry. 

Events: 

Flight training: 

On average we are having 2-4 students per week, keeping 

our instructors busy. Reminder flight training will end 

when we switch back to standard time. 

Civil Air Patrol: 

On August 30  we had approximately 6 C.A.P. cadets from 

the local squadron come out to Thunderbird field for a day 

of flight training and fun. Thanks to Woody Lake and all 

the Thunderbirds for volunteered the time to help. 

Also, a big thank you to James Meadows for the donation 

to the club of a flight simulator. 

S.P.A. (Senior Pattern Assoc.) 

Ken Knotts C.D. September 27-28 at Thunderbird field. 

Event begins at 8:00AM 

C.P.A. (Classic Pattern Assoc.) 

October 11. Tim Reed C.D.  

Benbrook Heritage Festival: 

October 18. Static display of aircraft. Ken Knotts 

coordinator. 

IMAC: 

October 25-26 

Murray Adams, Ric Byrd C.D’s 

Electric Fly in. 

Texas Electric Expo,November 1. Tom Blakeney C.D. 

Winter Float Fly: 

November 8. Joy Lake Park. Terry Thorpe C.D. 

Pylon Racing: 
November 15. Sarge Bell C.D. 

Toys for Tots: 

November 22. Steve Ehlers Coordinator. 

Please bring a new unwrapped toy or make a donation as a 

landing fee. This will be a fun fly event. 

Old Business: 
Joe Jopling has been working closely with the Corp of 

Engineers on the lease and he informs us that we are 

getting close.  

New Business: 

Will Campbell was contacted by S.A.B. Helicopters to see 

if the club would be interested in leasing out the field in 
October of 2015 for four days to host The Goblin heli bash. 

After much discussion from club members present a 

motion was made by Ed Kettler and seconded by Jimmy 

Newton to table the decision until the October meeting. 

Motion passed. 

Moving of the flight Boxes. 

After a brief discussion by members presents, it was 

determined that the flight boxes should remain as is. 

Steve Ehlers spoke to the club about possibly coming up 

some type of memorial to honor some of our past 

members. Steve asked if we could form a committee to 

look into what it would take to design such a memorial. 

After a discussion of the club members present, Ed Kettler 

volunteered to help Steve with the design of the memorial. 

If you would like to help with this please contact Ed or 

Steve. 
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World IMAC Event: 

Thanks to Murray Adams and Ric Bryd for representing 

the Thunderbirds at the World IMAC competition in 

Muncie, Indiana. Both pilots placed 7th for there class. 

Congratulations and a job well done. 

Show N Tell: 

Mel Wells: 

Showed us his nice PBY floatplane. 

Woody Lake:  

A nice foamy Corsair 

Ed Furche: 

Presented his E-flight ARF piper Pacer 

Jonathon Efinger: 

Presented to the club 2 signed pictures, one of Matt 

Chapman and one of Frank Knoll. 

Raffle: 

Ultra Stand: Ian Waring 

Xacto Knife: Ed Kettler 

Bench topper organizer: Tab Bowland 

5 minute Epoxy: Ed Kettler 

15 minute Epoxy: Tommy Perry 

30 minute Epoxy: Mel Wells 

1 gallon 15% Fuel: Benny Throne 

1 gallon 15% Fuel: Mark Ehlers 

1 bottle of CA kicker: Sarge Bell. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30PM 

Tab Bowland 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds. 

Treasurers’ Report: by Gary Alphin 

 
Fort Worth Thunderbirds, 

 

It has been an honor to serve as your club Treasurer 
for the past three years, however at this time I am not 

running for 2015. Additionally I will not be able to 

accept a nomination for club secretary for the year 

2015. I will work diligently with whoever wins the 

election for this position.  

I do recommend to the membership that the person 
elected needs to be a competent computer and internet 

user with his or her own web access. This is needed to 

be able to verify and maintain records in the 

same format as they have been in past years. 

Additionally the club will be able to continue offering 

membership via the electronic PayPal usage without 

cost to the club. 
 

Thank you, to all the club members who supported me 

while being the Treasurer of the FTW Thunderbirds. 

 

I will not be at the October meeting this month as my 

work dictates my time elsewhere. 
 

Sincerely, 

Gary Alphin 

Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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 Fall SPA Contest

 

Betty Boop First Flight 

Finally finished the B-17 and decided it was time to fly. 

Thursday afternoon was chosen as the winds were 

forecast to be light and temp good. Besides Thursday 

afternoon’s usual suspects I was joined by Joe Jopling 

and his friend Herb Rogers. Herb was a navigator on the 

B-17 and the preflight was mostly spent telling interesting 
war stories to say the least. 

 
Off to the flight line, batteries installed, final control 

check and all seem well. Wind was now from the east, 

direct crosswind, and not what I was hoping for. Crew of 

three by my side: Joe ready for any needed trim 

adjustments, Ian with camera in hand, and herb with 

camera and encouraging support. 

 
Take-off run was straight down the runway and lift off 

into the wild blue (gray skies). 
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To say we needed some trim is an understatement.  Joe 

set the trim as fast he could based on my rapid excited 

commands. Betty was rolling to the right and dropping 

her nose quite a bit. The gray sky didn’t help as the olive 

drab bomber looked dark in all positions and the attitude 
was hard to determine.  

  
Heading north I managed to get completely disoriented, 

rolled to the right and was inverted in a heartbeat. No 
time to assess and instincts took over - rolled right side up 

and pull! We cleared the trees by a matter of feet and the 

B-17 was climbing for altitude again. The flight became 

manageable after trimming her for straight and level. A 

few flybys to check for stability and get my heart rate 

back to normal. 

 
OK, time for a landing. I decided on a long straight in 

approach from the north and lined her up. Did I mention 

how fast this airplane is? In any case the landing was hot, 

one bounce and it was down (on the runway). The left 
outboard prop was damaged as a result of the bounce. 

Other than that the B-17 was undamaged.  

 
Notice the rapid flyby (landing) 

 
After landing I was told the wind had shifted to the north 

and I did a downwind landing - hence not being able to 

slow down. 

During post flight I realized my control settings did not 

have any expo and were still at 100%. The day before I 

setup my corsair but forgot about the B-17. In any case 
Betty is ready to fly again. Prop has been replaced, 

controls and expos reset.    

 
 

Page 2 of the story: Flew Betty again and it was a better 

experience. Once again take off was straight down the 

runway and needed trim was minimal. After about a four 

minute flight it was time for landing. Gear down, flaps 

down, no drastic change in pitch, turned to final and 

landing was uneventful. No broken props, no rapid 
heartbeat, and a happy - happy me.  
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Members 

 

 
Mel Wells’ Catalina – First electric and first float plane 

 

 
Mark with new Kaos     Joe and Storch (Joe is wearing the hat)       Ed and Piper Vagabond 
      

Training 
 

 
Some serious students here: Julianna and brother Andrew. These two youngsters are a result of the NMAD. 
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Lease Update: Joe Jopling 

The lease is delayed again by a Corps decision to “change 

our category”. The only impact of this so far is a 

requirement to provide inspections by a master plumber 

and a master electrician. Thanks to Frank Halpin and 

Benny Throne, these inspections have been made and the 

results submitted. 

Contrary to previous Corps advice there will be a 

significant increase in the lease amount.

 
 

Bulldog: Article provided by Model Airplane News 

 
We’ve always thought that Golden Age racers had a lot of 

personality, with their enormous radial engines and 

interesting wing designs, but Harald Jezek’s sport scale 

version of a Springfield Bulldog racer has personality plus! 
Check out that sport-scale bee wing detail! 

 
 

 
 

The 13.8-foot-span gull-wing flyer is powered by a Vallach 

420cc gas engine and weighs in at 127 pounds. Thanks to 

RC Scale Airplanes for taking this great video at the Quax 

Fly-In in Lippstadt, Germany and posting it on YouTube 
so we all can enjoy it. 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=rcscaleair

planes 

 

 
Smile you’re on Candid Camera. 

 

 

 

 

THUNDERBIRD 2014 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

October 18  Q500 Race (Golden Triangle Club)  Sarge Bell 
 
October 25-26  IMAC 
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November  1  Tex Electric eXpo    Tom Blakeney 

 
November 8  Winter Float Fly    Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
 

November 15  Pylon Race     Gary James 
 

November 22  Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 
 
December   Christmas Party    Club Officers 

 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Garry Rife              

E-Mail: rowdyjoes@att.net 
Vice President:  Tom Blakeney 

E-Mail: tomblakeney28682@ 

               yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 

E-Mail: tbirds197@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        

E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers               

E-Mail: stevenehlers@charter.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 

Forum Link: http://www.rcgroups.com/the-ft-worth-thunderbirds-820/ 

SUPPORT	OUR	ADVERTIZERS	
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$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, 
Lube    and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 

(817) 594-2602 

 

 

 
 Coupons must be presented at time of 

service.  Offers   cannot be combined with any 

other offer. One coupon per visit. 
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The Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
Invite you to the 

Texas Electric eXpo (TEX)  

Electric Fly In, Saturday Nov 1, 2014 
 

                                                                                               

          
 

Event times: 9AM till 5:00PM. Open to all types of electric models! 
Come join us at beautiful Thunderbird Field in Benbrook, TX for a fun and relaxed day devoted to 

electric flight. We will have a number of awards for different types of electric models and a GREAT 
RAFFLE! Grand Prize in the raffle is a Spektrum DX9 RADIO! 

  
Club web site with map to field: http://www.fwthunderbirds.org 

 
Full AMA required. This is an AMA sanctioned event. Landing fee is $15.00. Pilot lunch 

included. CD: Tom Blakeney 817-734-1917 email: tomblakeney28682@yahoo.com 
 



 

 

Page 11 | 

 

 

 

FW THUNDERBIRDS NOVEMBER FLOAT FLY  

 

DATE: NOVEMBER 8
th

      

LOCATION:  CAMP JOY PARK (LAKE WORTH) 

0900 – 1500 

FREE LUNCH TO REGISTERED PILOTS 

PILOT’S RAFFLE: Great Planes Cub Kit, Float Kit, Gift 

Cards 

LANDING FEE: $15.00 

Contact: Terry Thorpe  tthorpe22@verizon.net or 

  


